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Outdoor Recreation Facility Inventory

MethodoloMethodoloMethodoloMethodoloMethodologggggyyyyy
In November, 2002, the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation requested information on

outdoor recreation facilities from local, state, and federal recreation agencies via e-mail. Agencies were
asked to respond through a database interface located on the Internet. The e-mail was sent to 473 public
recreation agency contacts identified in Idaho. A handful of entities did not have email addresses and
were contacted by fax or phone.

The overall response rate, after multiple re-contacts in some cases, was 76 percent. IDPR got a 100
percent response rate from the U S Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, Idaho Department of
Fish and Game, and state parks. The local (city, county, recreation district) response rate was 41.4
percent, while the response from school districts was 62 percent. One problem we faced in getting
response to the Outdoor Recreation Facility Inventory was the reluctance of many entities to participate.
This might be because entities saw little point in participating since there has been such little LWCF
funding available in recent years.

Private recreation provider information on golf courses and shooting ranges was taken largely from
the 1998 Idaho Statewide Outdoor Recreation Facility Inventory, then updated using information
available from Internet resources. Information on private campgrounds was brought over from an Idaho
Department of Commerce database that is updated annually.

A major goal identified in this SCORTP is to provide a searchable Idaho Outdoor Recreation
Facilities Inventory database and make it available through the Idaho Outdoor Recreation Data Center
website. Development of the initial database is now complete. A user interface that will allow recreation
providers to check and update their own information will be complete in 2003. IDPR will contact all
recreation providers in the database at least annually and encourage them to either enter or update
information about their facilities. The focus in 2003 will be to fill in the gaps left from non-responding
entities. Another focus will be to contact participating agencies to verify if the information provided was
correct or new facilities were built. As time goes on, we believe the ORFI will become more accurate on
a statewide, regional, county and city basis.
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As a part of the ORFI questionnaire, public recreation providers were asked about facilities needed

to accommodate increasing recreation demand. The table below is a statewide summary of types of
facilities needed, as indicated by ORFI respondents. Note that IDPR is aware that all new construction
(listed in the table as “regular”) requires compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).
Inclusion of ADA needs as a separate category was an effort to identify needs at existing facilities.

Campsites and Campground facilities topped the list of facilities needed. In particular, more
accessible (ADA) campsites are needed statewide. Playgrounds and sports fields are next on the list.
Idaho’s rapidly increasing population from 1990-2000 led to increasing demand on playgrounds and
sports facilities. Many rapidly growing bedroom communities near major population centers have not
developed playgrounds and sports fields in pace with population growth.

Since the ORFI is not yet 100 percent complete, this is only a partial picture of needs indicated by
recreation providers. However, IDPR does require each LWCF grant applicant to speak to the needs in
their community and describe how particular projects help meet that need.
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Each county has a separate page. Some facilities, such as trails, cross county lines, so there are several pages with such

additional multi-county data. The shaded column represents the total for that table. Usually, the total is a raw number such as
15 boat docks, but some are linear measures, such as miles of canoe trail. They are tagged as such. A few categories will have
the word “total” written next to a number. That seems redundant, since everything in the column is a total, however it
represents a report that did not split parking spaces, for instance, into categories of good, fair, poor, etc., reporting only a
grand total. In those instances you’ll see nothing but zeros across categories, but a total number reported.
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